Thomas Wu

First, on behalf of the Hong Kong Amateur Hockey Club (HKAHC), 1
would like to welcome you all to the 2005 Citigroup HKAHC
International Amateur Ice Hockey Tournament. The tournament is the
main event to celebrate our fourth anniversary. HKAHC is formerly
known as Hong Kong Amateur Hockey Association (HKAHA).

While HKAHC'’s objective is to promote the sport of ice hockey, the
purpose of staging the international tournament is to bring ice hockey
fans together and offer players the opportunity to compete with teams
from other countries or jurisdictions. We also encourage more people,
despite their age or skills, to enjoy the sport, either through direct
participation or as spectators.

This year, we welcome back the four visiting teams from Japan, the
Philippines and Macau, and offer a big welcome to the Delta Police
Team from Canada, and the Manila Predators from the Philippines,
which are participating for the first time.

We regret that the China Harbin Team, overall champion of the 2004
Tournament, and the Manila Juggernauts Team, cannot come. The
Harbin Team has to play a visiting team at home around the same time.
Some members of the Juggernauts have combined with two other teams
to form a more competitive team “Manila Predators”. We hope to have
another opportunity to play together with these two teams again.

I personally wish to express my heartfelt gratitude to all those who have
helped make this tournament possible - the sponsors for their generous
contributions; various organizations and individuals for their staunch
support; and of course, my directors and committee members for their
unfailing efforts and hard work. In addition, a list of thanks is posted on
page 30 for all those who have helped build HKAHC. This list is also
posted on our web page: www.hkahc.com.

And, a very special thanks to Ms Yip Siu Yin, Chairman of HongKong
Ice Hockey Association Limited (HKIHA), for her support, guidance
and advice. HKIHA is the official governing body of ice hockey in Hong
Kong.

Thanks to the Japan Ice Hockey Federation (JIHF) and HKIHA, we have
invited a worldclass licensed referee from Japan to attend the
tournament. He is Mr Koji Yamada, Vice chairman of JIHF Referee
Committee. I am certain Mr Yamada’s presence will greatly enhance the
standard of the sport in Hong Kong.

Looking forward, we would endeavour to further promote and develop
the sport of ice hockey in Hong Kong; to support the government’s
policy of promoting healthy living through the sport; and to see a
further expansion of the Club’s membership.

As HKAHC’s chairman and a player, I very much hope the government
will make a definite commitment to build a new rink in Hong Kong as
soon as possible.

Last, just a few words on the selection of our participating players.
Other than HKAHC directors and committee members, the majority of
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players are selected from league players, with ranking
based towards skills and then participation record. A
few others are by special invitation. Players who are on
suspensions have been excluded.

Let’s have fun!
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