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drenaline rushes through your body, emotion running

high, and barbarian world. These are the three words

usually associated with devoted hockey players who are
into the game. In order to get an edge over others, some players
like to play on the edge, literally. Enticing opponents to take
revenge on him or her, these players bring a mean side of hockey
that is on the borderline of good play and nasty play, depending
what players you side with.

Referees are necessary to bring order back to the chaotic scene in
which players could easily get hurt and HKAHC is determined
to keep players honest and responsible for his actions on ice.
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FAIR PLAY, CLEAN PLAY

In Fall 2004, HKAHC established a
stemming from violent behaviors players had during the past
seasons. This task force is consisted of three experienced referees
in our league, Matthew Cheung, Henry Lau and Mike Lam, with

Referee Committee

an aim to safeguard players safety and send a clear message to
the players; “Violence on ice will not be tolerated.”

HKAHC was founded trying to promote and develop the sport
of ice hockey to all walks of life. In the end we would like to put
a smiling face on all players who can enjoy the speed and finesse
of the sport. Yet hockey by itself is a physical sport and body




contacts are inevitable to certain extent. Hopefully we would like
to keep the body contact to minimal, so that bigger players
would not exploit its mean streak upsetting other players who
prefer a more relaxed and friendly competition.

CRACK DOWN
There are a few penalties we would crack down on for the
coming seasons:

. Cross checking
. Boarding

. Kneeing
.Clipping

. Roughing

. Charging
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7. High sticking (with violent swings)

Considering the regular season hosted by us is a non-checking
league, these penalties have to bear more importance and result
in severe consequence. Players accumulate 6 or more penalty
minutes in one of the categories over the season, will be put on a
warning list, as decided by the referees. Offending player would
be lifted off from the warning list should these players have not
committed the above penalty for the rest of the season or
minimum 8 games. While on warning list, a player cannot be
penalized for more than 4 minutes or two minors. Otherwise an
automatic 2 game suspension will be handed down.

With warning list in place, black list is also adopted to lower the
bar on suspension. A player put on the black list is barred from
entering the league games, tournaments, and other HKAHC
organized events. Should any player put on black list while he
participates in our events, there will be no refund to him.

GO HOME HAPPY

With new system in place, HKAHC is determined to bring down
the violence level and bring smiles on all people who have
participated in our events. Winning is important in team sports,
yet we hope that players can still smile at each other at the end of
the games, even joke around with opponents so that we not only
enjoy the spirit of team sports, but also the relationship with all
people around.
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o let’s start with the assumption that everyone enjoys the

game of ice hockey, or else you would not be here in the

tournament, skimming through this booklet, let alone

bumps into this page and starts reading. Ice hockey is a
great game, isn't it?

I remember.

“Now ever since | was young it's been my dream
That I might drive a Zamboni machine

I'd get the ice just as slick as could be

And all the kids would look up to me.”

Buddy, I remember we used to play, on the street, with plastic
blades and a worn-out tennis ball. “He Shoots - He
SCOOORREESS”.  Soon enough shooting at the walls and each
other was not enough and savings quickly transformed into nets
and tennis balls turned into those funky orangey balls.

We would walk with the net hung over our shoulders and be home
for dinner — had everything eaten in a hurry — and be just in time
before the game starts on television. Oh do not forget the Saturday
Night Double-Headers. 1 remember I did not really like Don
Cherry and Ron MacLean because their presence in Coach’s Corner
meant intermission time. [ just wanted the game to start.
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Obviously we were not lucky enough to hear the original broadcast
aired in the radio back in the 30’s.

Soon enough T got my skates and roller-blades. Waking up and
playing hockey at 6:00am in the morning was never tough in those
days. I remember not the skills that I was taught but the friendship
that I have had. Not the stench of the locker room but the smiles
on our sweaty face. Not the drills but the time we spent chatting
and stretching on the ice.

Then highschool came and it was gone just after I figured myself
out in the midst of the hormone turmoil. We tried to be cool in
school but there was nothing to be cool about. Vanilla Ice thought
he was cool. Before long, hanging out at game arcades or bowling
alleys after school was replaced by driving aimlessly around the
same neighbourhood with the speakers turned to the extreme. But
once in a while we would still go skating. With our hands tugged
into our pants, we tried to look cool on the ice there and then.
Thoughts exchanged and rumours from school spread. It's all good
and cool man.

College arrived and new friends, new social circles, and beer
gardens, had swept us off our feet. Ice hockey? Yeah it would
work wonder to bring your dates to a game. And that’s something
to brag about. At least that was what we thought. You would




come by and pizza would be ordered for the game. We never knew
there could be so many coins hidden in the couches. Pepperoni was
my favourite. And it still is. But that was only for games scheduled
for the weekdays. For weekends we were always out clubbing and
going after girls. Hitting the slopes also took away a large amount of
our time.

Hong Kong I no longer remember so vividly. The Canadians beat
the Americans in the 2002 Winter Olympics, Salt Lake City. Hockey
Night in Canada ended in 2004. This season’s NHL lock-out. The
geographic distance and lack of satellite coverage of NHL games in
Hong Kong had really upset me. I thought I had lost it, the love for
the game, it all seemed so
distant. Hong Kong does not
stop surprising you with new
excitements and idea. Au
contraire, tranquility and
serenity are the things that our
city lacks.

A paradox. But believe me, this is exactly where I find my peace,
amidst a close hockey game, with sweating draining down my face,
mouth wide open gasping for air as I return to the bench after my
shift. No distraction on earth could bother me at this time.

It is a long quest for us to promote the game of ice hockey here in
Hong Kong — a place where ice never forms naturally. Don’t get me
wrong, I love this game. It is the Coolest Game on Earth. But I
think I love the people and enjoy the quality time I spend with them
— both on and off the ice — a lot more than the game, per se. Where
is the fun that we have had when we first get to play the game? Shall
we put all the other businesses and personal issues aside, and walk
and play and chat and laugh again, my friend?

Ice hockey to me is more than a game. It is a passion and lifestyle
that I vow not to let it die out here in Hong Kong,.

“Oh, the good old hockey game
Is the best game you can name;
And the best game you can name
Is the good old hockey game.”

A father used to take his son to the rink early in the morning for the
practices. There was always the same and only question from him:
“Are we there yet?”

I remember and I hope you could remember again. If you really
cannot remember, rediscover. And one last thing, with all kudos to

Cherry and MacLean, I did start to appreciate them when I got older.

I will see you on the ice, my friend.
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“Now ever since I was young it's been my dream -
That I might drive a Zamboni machine -

( ( Oh, the good old hockey game
Is the best game you can name;
And the best game you can name
Is the good old hockey game. ) )
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I'd get the ice just as slick as could be
And all the kids would look up to me.”
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